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mittee was at once formed to consider the proposals of Mr,
Schiller, and the result of their deliberations was the adoption
of his offer with some slight modifications, subject of course to
the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal In Janu-
ary 1865, the report of the Sub-Comraitee having first been
approved and adopted at a general meeting of the Commis-
sioners, and agreed to by Mr* Schiller himself, was forwarded
for the approval of the Government of Bengal; and it may not
be out of place to quote from the letter of the Chairman to the
Commissioners (Mr. H. A. Cockerell) his views in forwarding
the proposal which he accompanied with a strong recommenda-
tion for its favorable consideration, these views being probably
those held at the time by a large number of persons in Calcutta,
both among the official and non-official sections of the community.
The importance of Port Canning as an auxiliary to that
" of Calcutta is now generally acknowledged both by the
'* Government and the commercial community of Calcutta, but
" a .difference of opinion exists as to where the capital
" is to come from to carry out works of primary necessity to the
<{ very existence of the town of Canning, which, without drain-
' age, with but few roads3 with imperfect means of communi-

* cation,  without jetties,  and  other landing facilities,  is not
1 in a position to attract shipping to the port, or an expenditure
' of capital on the town.

" The Commissioners have endeavoured, by opening a loan,
' to raise capital to carry out works of the most urgent import-
ance, but, owing to various causes, have failed in obtaining
the amount they required. An application for assistance was

* made to the Government of Bengal, but the conditions imposed
' by the Government of India, in Colonel Strachey's letter of the

lith July 186^, virtually debar the Municipality from the aid
" offered.

u Mr. Schiller, the Vice-Ghauman of the Municipality, whose

interest in Port Canning is known to the Government  of

6 Bengal, has now come forward and offered, on certain con-

' ditions, to carry out extensive Wxjrks of the utmost utility to

' the port, and in addition to subscribe a considerable sum to

f the Municipal Loan,   The conditions agreed  on between this

" gentleman and the Commissioners are stated at length in the

" enclosed draft, and cannot, ia the opinion of the Commissioners,

*' be considered otherwise than favorable to the Municipality.

" The Commissioners mortgage two remote sources of income, in

"the development of which it is not probable that they would be